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NORTH HILL PARISH COUNCIL
Chairman: Mary Budge
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THE 8th APRIL 2026

Present:
Councillor Mary Budge – Chairman
Councillor Richard Randall – Vice Chairman
Councillor Hayley Budge
Councillor David Daniells
Councillor Ralph Hudson
Councillor Steve Sandercock
Councillor Courtney Walters

In attendance
One member of the public was in attendance.  Mrs Lena Batten (clerk).

The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting.  

1.      To receive apologies:
To receive apologies – Councillor Corinne Dennis, Councillor Adrian Parsons. 

2.      Code of Conduct:
a)      To receive declarations: Cllr H. Budge, item 8.3. 
b)      To grant dispensations:  Cllr H. Budge was granted dispensation to remain in the room.  

[bookmark: _Hlk155346934]3.      Public comments on items on the agenda only: 
The Chairman invited one member of the public to speak, he reported that he did not wish to speak but was present to listen to discussion in relation to item 6.5.  

4.       To receive and approve the minutes of the 2nd March 2026 full Council Meeting:
It was proposed by Cllr H. Budge and seconded by Cllr R. Randall with all in favour that the minutes of the meeting of North Hill Parish Council held on the 2nd March 2026 be confirmed as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman.   

5.        Any matters arising from the past minutes not on the current agenda:
The clerk raised two items that were not listed but due to timescales required discussion:
i) The Old garage site at Coads Green had been granted Planning Permission for 16 house\u0027s and the developer would like to name the site Sharp Tor Close, could the Parish Council confirm they were happy with this name – debate took place as Sharp Tor was not in North Hill Parish although the Parish Council understood the reasons behind it given that the area overlooked Sharp Tor.  The clerk was asked to respond to confirm that North Hill Parish Council had no objection to this name however wondered if Sharp Tor View sounded more appropriate.  It was agreed that the suggestion of Hawks Tor View, given that this was in the parish, or Sharp Tor in Cornish - Tor Screblyn, would also be offered. 
ii) An email had been received in relation to the re introduction of weed treatment in the parish.  If North Hill Parish Council wished to opt out and make private arrangements there was a deadline in April 2026 to do this – The Chairman read the email to the meeting, it was agreed that certain weeds were dangerous and North Hill Parish Council did not wish to opt out of the treatment.  The clerk would respond to this effect.  
iii) One Councillor stated that she had been approached by a member of the public as the street light at Lyhner Way had still not been fixed.  It was confirmed that Cllr A. Parsons had already reported this and agreed that he would be asked to chase this again due to the risk of it being so dark in Lyhner Way.  

6.        To consider planning applications from Cornwall Council by the date of this meeting:
6.1      PA25/09279 - Ring O Bells, Glubhole Lane, North Hill, PL15 7PQ - Proposal Listed building consent for alterations and repair works, including replacement of windows throughout the house, replacement of heating system and radiators – approved – This was noted for information. 
6.2      PA26/01521 – Potok House, North Hill, PL15 7PQ – amended roof design to dormers and roof lights to South West and North East elevations in relation to previous application PA24/08792: - comments submitted on the 20th March 2026 to state “Ridged dormers would be more in keeping with the area however no specific objections were raised”.  
6.3      PA25/09208 - Land North West of Clampit Farm, Linkinhorne PL17 8QR – a breach of planning control has been submitted following a request from a member of the public – this was noted for information. 
6.4      PA25/09647 - Unit 1, Moorview, Coads Green, PL15 7LY - Proposal Change use from Use Class E (offices) to Use Class C3 (1no. residential dwellinghouse) with various external alterations and additions (in lieu of PA25/05450) – approved – this was noted for information. 
6.5      PA25/06850 - Yellow On The Broom, Blythes Farm, North Hill, PL15 7PG - Proposal Application for Permission in Principle for construction of dwellings (minimal number 4, maximum number 9) – granted – Cllr R. Randall gave feedback following his attendance at the Committee Meeting held on the 16th March 2026 to state that many of the councillors were sympathetic and frustrated that it was difficult to oppose.  The Parish Council was given three minutes to speak, as was the member of the public present.  The planning officers raised something called the "tilted balance" which meant the decision is tilted towards approval rather than refusal.  They have to pass 99.9% of all PIPs. In the end they voted with six in agreement although reluctantly, two against and two abstained.  It was the general consensus that the photo’s taken were positioned in such as way to exclude the negative aspects of the land including the sewage works opposite.  North Hill Parish Council thanked Cllr R. Randall for attending the meeting and agreed that they would object further at the next stage.  
6.6      PA26/00299 - Tregood Farm, Bodmin Road, Congdons Shop, PL15 7PN - Proposal Prior approval for the change of use of two agricultural buildings including associated building works to create two dwellings – prior approval not required – this was noted for information.

7.       Any applications received before the date of this meeting: 
None. 
  
8.       To review correspondence and to agree responses required:
8.1        To consider/ resolve whether any Councillors would like to attend finance training:
The clerk read out the list of training available, unfortunately nearly all training was at 10.00am which Councillors were unable to attend due to work commitments.
8.2        To note for information North Hill Parish Council’s Accessibility Statement on the website is up to date for 2026 confirming compliance with Assertion 10:   
This was noted for information.  
8.3        To consider / resolve when to ask the handyman to look at the Zip wire platform with a view to repairs / replacement and note that the clerk has asked the handyman to look at the roundabout which is currently not going around: 
The clerk confirmed that the handyman had looked at the roundabout and concluded that the wood had swollen due to extreme wet weather, it was now going around fine without catching and no repairs were required.  It was raised that the zip wire may need tightening and the platform to the zip wire was starting to rot. 
Resolved that the clerk would ask the handyman to look at the zip wire and tighten as required, also the platform with a view to potentially renewing any rotten wood and laying rubber matting on the top.  
8.4        To obtain an update from the clerk regarding insurance and from Councillor Hudson in relation to the emergency plan:
Feedback from the Insurance Company was given to confirm that under common law volunteers are to be treated as thought they were permanent employees with regards to all Health and Safety Protocol.  Risk assessments for all activities must be carried out, the volunteers given a copy to sign and agree.  Risk assessments must include all identified potential hazards, supervision, instruction and guidance should be given prior to any activity taking place.  Finally, any accidents or incidents must be reported and this should be included within the risk assessment.  
Resolved that the clerk would put together the relevant risk assessments and liaise directly with Cllr R. Hudson who is currently in the process of creating a detailed emergency plan.  
8.5        To review / re adopt North Hill Parish Council’s Health and Safety Policy:  
North Hill Parish Council’s Health and Safety Policy was reviewed with no amendments.
Resolved that North Hill Parish Council’s Health and Safety Policy be re adopted.  
8.6        To consider / resolve whether the clerk wishes to enter the pension scheme:  
The clerk confirmed she did not wish to enter into the Pension scheme. 
8.7        To note for information following a request at the last meeting that the final Kompan booked inspection is due in November 2026:
It was confirmed that the final Kompan inspection is booked for November 2026.  
8.8        To consider / resolve next actions as regular checks in the car park should take place and be recorded for insurance purposes.  One Cllr has received a response but no action is to be taken regarding the abandoned vehicles: 
Discussion was held regarding the two abandoned vehicles that still remain in the car park as although they had been reported to various statutory bodies North Hill Parish Council had been unable to ensure their removal.  Concerns regarding insurance liability were raised as one of the vehicles is rusty which could potentially cause harm to a child.  Cornwall Council had confirmed they were unable to disclose the identity of the owner of the Mercedes Van.
Resolved that despite repeated attempts to ensure the successful removal of the two vans, North Hill Parish Council had been unsuccessful, the clerk would seek further advice under the TORTS 1977 Act to see if there were any other avenues that could be explored.  The clerk further confirmed that a visual check of the car park had taken place today with no other significant risks identified.  
8.9        To consider / resolve any actions regarding street signs at Lyhner Way/Close following complaints from members of the public: 
Cllr H. Budge reported that members of the public who reside at Lyhner Way continued to have difficulties with absent deliveries.  This was largely due to the signage being obscured by the trailer parked on the corner.  
Resolved that the clerk would contact Highways to report this.  
8.10      To consider / resolve a request from one member of the public who wishes to lease the football pitch facilities:
Considerable debate took place regarding the current lease agreement in place with North Hill Football team as the clerk had not received formal notice that they were intending to quit.  
Resolved that a copy of the current lease agreement would be forwarded to the clerk and the clerk would contact the member of the public to confirm that with regret North Hill Parish Council were unable to offer the football field at this time as the lease remained with North Hill Football team.   
    
9.       TO REVIEW DETAILS FOR NORTH HILL PARISH COUNCIL CEMETERY: 
To receive an update following the cemetery meeting which took place on the 24th March 2026:
The clerk updated the Council with a synopsis of the minutes from the meeting held on the 24th March 2026 and confirmed all unsuccessful tenders had informed.  
Resolved that the successful tender could now be informed on the basis that it was conditional to any funding being obtained by North Hill Parish Council.   

10.     Approval of the list of payments / receipts for March 2026 and to receive March 2026 bank statement:
10.1    List of payments:
i) £18.00 (PAYE G. Pollard payroll, dd)
ii) £736.53 (Lena Batten, Salary March)
iii) £43.64 (room rent)  
iv) £150.07 (Lena Batten, N.I. and tax March) 
v) £246.00 (Duchy Defibs, annual monitoring fee)
vi) £27.48 (Lena Batten, Viking, paper)
vii) £15.00 (CALC, training) 
Resolved that all payments except £246.00 to Duchy defibs were authorised proposed by Cllr R. Hudson and seconded Cllr H. Budge with all in favour.  The clerk would obtain more clarification with regards to the annual monitoring fee prior to releasing payment.  
10.2    Receipts:  
None.
10.3   To receive March 2026 bank statement:
Bank statement as of 30th March 2026 £13,019.29. 
Resolved that the bank statement be agreed proposed Cllr R. Hudson and seconded by Cllr H. Budge as correct and the Chairman signed the transactions.  
10.4      To formally record no conflicts of interest for the purpose of the internal audit:
Having reviewed any conflicts of interest for the purpose of the audit it was proposed, seconded and upon being put to the vote it was   
Resolved that there were no conflicts of interest declared.   
10.5      To review / approve Asset register for North Hill Parish Council:
Having reviewed the Assets register it was proposed by Cllr R. Randall, seconded by Cllr H. Budge and upon being put to the vote it was   
Resolved that the asset register be agreed with no amendments.
10.6      To review the internal controls and / or use of insurance cover, and risk management arrangements:
Having reviewed the Internal controls and risk management arrangements it was 
Resolved that subject to the amendment of ‘Lloyds Bank’ to ‘Unity Trust Bank’ on page 8, (6.19), the internal controls and risk management arrangements be re adopted with no further amendments proposed Cllr R. Randall and seconded Cllr C. Walters.  
10.7      To receive / approve the finding of the internal audit report and Annual Governance Statement:
The report of the internal auditor for 2025-2026 was reviewed.   
Resolved that the Council approve the findings of the internal auditor report.  North Hill Parish Council considered whether any litigation, liabilities or commitments, events or transactions occurring either during or after year end had a financial impact on the Parish Council and where appropriate have indicated them in the accounting statement.  
Resolved that following review of each item listed, the Council approve the adoption of ‘yes’ in sections 1-8 and 10 and n/a in section 9 of the Annual Governance Statement 2025-2026.   
10.8      To receive / set the commencement date for the exercise of public rights:
Having reviewed the period for the public inspection of the financial statements it was proposed, seconded and upon being put to the vote   
Resolved that the period for the public inspection be advertised as between the 2nd June 2026 and the 15th July 2026.    
10.9      To receive / approve the accounting statements:
Having reviewed the accounting statements it was proposed, seconded and upon 
being put to the vote    
Resolved that North Hill Parish Council approve the Accounting Statement 2025-2026.  

11.     To review monthly budget reconciliations:
11.1   Budget Sheet attached:
Resolved that the budget sheet was agreed to be an accurate record for March 2026 proposed by Cllr C. Walters and seconded by Cllr R. Randall with all in favour.  

12.    To review monthly RAG:
Hedgerows – no updates to share.
Water on road at Port Lane – Debate took place regarding the general poor state of the roads in the parish.  It was agreed that Cllr H. Budge and the clerk would take pictures of all pot holes and forward them again to Highways.
Flooding at Mill Lane, Bathpool – the clerk would respond to Highways to see if there was any update following Highways confirming that this would be included in Post April’s programme of works. 
The street lamp at Lyhner Way and abandoned vehicles in North Hill Village Hall car park were added to the RAG. 

13.    Report from Cornwall Council Ward Member Councillor Parsons:
Councillor Adrian Parsons forwarded a full report which was placed in the Annual Parish Meeting minutes at item 4.  

14.    Items for inclusion at the next meeting:
Street Lamp not working at Lyhner Way and abandoned vehicles in the car park.  

15.    Date and time of next meeting:
The next meeting was confirmed for the 5th May 2026 at 7.30pm.    

16.    Close of business:  The meeting closed at 9.42pm.  






  





Sign and date Chairman ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

